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The plant management called the mishap as a natural disaster when the red mud broke out from 
the reservoir No 10. This case is without precedent in the history of alumina production by Bayer 
process. As per plant release, the management testified its deepest regrets to affected inhabitants 
and acknowledged contributions of all organizations that directly contributed to obviate the 
disaster. It stated that the corner of the reservoir No 10 slipped on the clay base. It estimated that 
96% to 98 % of the red mud remained in the reservoir and the management started averting any 
further damage without losing time with other organizations of the country. The partial cleaning of  

the road leading to the reservoir was done and backfilling of reservoir wall undertaken to prevent 
further leakage. 
 
Dissecting the situation, the management figured that it would not be able to detect the signs of the 
natural catastrophe or do anything to avert it. The last physical daily inspection and laboratory 
analyses of the water sample from monitoring system did not show any sign of the impending 
disaster. Contrary to official, the company stated that it was important to know that red sludge was 
not a dangerous waste according to the European Waste Catalogue and Hazardous List (code: 
EWC-010309) and the presence of its components was stable, bounded and not soluble in water. 
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