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Lessons for Authorities:  
 
The neighbor we love to hate! 
The Rogue Nation! The Terrorist Nation!! The Dangerous Laboratory of Democracy!! Pakistan 
has been labeled differently though all meaning same – the nation is rudderless for decades 
and now with nuclear capabilities, the nation is probably the most dangerous nation in the world. 
Pakistan has been carved out of us and this fact has never let its leader live in peace. Nor has 
this fact given any comfort to Indians for we know that the feeling of disparity and inferiority in 
average Pakistani is mainly not due to what they do not have but due to what Indians have! The 
hard work, grit and toil which Indians have put-in while developing the country is of no 
consideration to Pakistani leadership, there only point of comparison is that they do not have 
those resources which India enjoys. This over-jealous neighbor has been thorn in our side and 
demanding to be removed since long! 
 
Indian authorities and commentators point to Pakistan, and especially the secretive Inter-
Services Intelligence, as having a hand in the Indian attacks. After an attack on the parliament 
in December 2001, India mobilized against Pakistan and the two very nearly slipped into a war - 
a frightening prospect for nuclear-armed powers. It is clear that arms and training have been 
provided by Pakistani groups, such as Lashkar-e-Toiyaba; that the ISI has been heavily 
engaged in helping insurgents and terrorists in Indian Kashmir; and that Pakistan has refused to 
extradite accused terrorists to India. 
 
Those who know little Greek mythology will understand that cutting the snakes was never a 
solution as solution was cutting the head of Medusa! We can eliminate terrorism only by 
eliminating its breeding and feeding ground which is Pakistan. 
 
Intelligence Failure 
The Mumbai attacks were a well-planned and coordinated series of terrorist attacks, as AK47-
wielding terrorists with grenades in their backpacks targeted a number of high-profile locations 
frequented by Westerners and wealthy Indians. It appears to have been a massive intelligence 
failure as Indian security agencies were caught napping; this despite reports that Indian 
Authorities had been aware for some time of rumors of an impending attack, including even 
mention of the Taj Mahal Hotel.  
 
Interrogation of at least one perpetrator reportedly confirmed to Indian Authorities suspicions of 
the Pakistan-related origin of the plot. Despite the repeated failure of the Intelligence the 
administration’s public response thus far appears to be curiously complacent. The Country's 
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and Intelligence officials pointed fingers very cautiously at an 
'outside force', an obvious reference to Pakistan-centric terrorist groups. Manmohan Singh 
promised tough measures to take on the terrorists, including that of setting up a federal 
investigating agency.  
 
To the best of the knowledge of security professionals, this was the first terrorist attack in recent 
times that involved hostages and a direct attack on the police. The targeting of high-profile 
hotels, attacks on iconic buildings and foreigners suggests that at least part of the intention was 
to damage India’s image abroad as a country open for business. There are reports suggesting 
that ATS’ preoccupation with the Malegaon blast investigation may have resulted in intelligence 
failure about plans for this attack. Going by death toll, this is by far the worst single-city terrorist 
attack in India’s history - although the attacks last month in Assam come close (in terms of 
sheer numbers). 
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the channel may jeopardize the innocent lives, create law-and-order situation or incite some part 
of the society for more violence.  
 
Don’t be naïve, we are the terrorists!  
Very naively one of the leading English daily describes a typical ‘Fedayeen’ as “armed with an 
assault AK-47 rifle, a 9 mm pistol and several Chinese made hand grenades, with spare bullet 
magazines in his pouches an knapsack, apart from dry fruits and other eatables to sustain ..” 
This caricature of Fedayeen terrorist is far from truth.  The terrorists are not like soldiers of 
conventional armed forces that they will be always in ‘battle order’ when in battle. They have in 
past and will be in future too ‘dressed for the occasions’! the terrorists will dress as per the time 
and location related to their action and will be equipped as per the  need and as per the Just 
because terrorists this time were equipped and accoutered like this doesn’t mean they will be 
similarly seen in future also. Most likely they will be looking different for the reasons that their 
appearance of similar type will draw attention in future.  

 
Credibility of Media News: Mom no homework! 
Common people must understand the most of the media people are ‘generalist’ journalist and 
being in young as most of them are, are not supposed to know all, even when they pretend 
otherwise. Their reporting may not be factually accurate or they might not have recourse to 
cross check the veracity of the facts when reporting live. In one case Kamte was referred as 
ACP and Additional CP in same breath! In other case, NSG Havaldar (NC) – Non-
commissioned Officer) was referred as senior officer! In both the cases the reporters had shown 
their very poor knowledge of rank structure of police and armed forces. Understand the effect on 
the police force of the news of death of Additional Commissioner of Police (Addl. CP) when 
actually Assistant Commissioner of Police (ACP) died. Similarly people will tend to agree more 
with the news when it is reported that sources of the information is very senior army officer 
whereas it was actually a head constable!  So, morale is that take the media reporting with 
pinch of salt. They are known to be wrong some times.  

 
Lessons for people 
 
Private Public Partnership – what happened to that? 
What happened to the concept of Public - Private Partnership which was talked about only a 
year back! There are so many ex-serviceman in pink of their health and at peak of their life, 
compelled to earn daily wages or get contract security guards employment whereas they can be 
used for private policing – a concept popular in European countries but only talked about in 
India by the politician! There are more than 60,000 strong security personnel employed by the 
private security agencies across the country. This trained manpower can be utilized for law-and-
order duties and police can be used for crime investigations and against terrorism and 
organized crimes. This will be in conformity with the dust gathering report of the committee 
constituted by the government for suggestion on police reforms. 
 
Mr. Ten Percent galore in India  
The ignominious title which Mr. Asif Ali Zardari got stuck with is embarrassing - to say the least. 
There are many worthies of such titles in India. The corruption in security and armed forces’ 
procurement departments has made deep inroads as a result of which no procurement done is 
without allegation of corruption. There are rumors that the bullet proof jackets used by 
Maharashtra ATS were of sub-standard and rejected twice in past. While valiant soldiers and 
commandos are treated no more than security guards by the politicians, their lives do not mean 
much to them. The realization that secured security personnel can only secure them provably 
has not occurred to these politicians who want their share from every arms deal. The morale 
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and ethics of these politicians have stooped to so lowly levels that total overhaul of the system 
is needed to be undertaken. Sooner the better!! 
 
What do we do with the politicians? 
Throwing them in the Indian Sea is the easiest option! A lot has been said and written about 
them – about their shameless behavior, their insensitivity, their lust, greed and corruption! We 
are well aware that these chief ministers and ministers are all paid servants and unlike other 
regular employees are entitled lifelong pensions even when they may serve for one and half 
years! Then what about their accountability? How is it that they only resign on moral grounds 
and are not sacked due to inefficiency and their services are never terminated on official 
grounds? Shamelessly they increase their salaries without discussion and dither on pay 
increase of armed forces. These are same politicians who want to make armed forces 
subservient to them and also expect them to make supreme sacrifices while protecting them.   
 
Our leaders shy away even naming Pakistan as country behind terrorists activities and on sly 
name it as ‘neighboring country’ when actually they should name it as Pakistan. Terrorism 
cannot be eliminated by tough talks; it can be eliminated only by tough actions. Taking decision 
is the most difficult part; actions are easier for security forces to take. Is there any doubt that the 
training camps in Pakistan are the breeding grounds for serial blasts? Isn’t this what we have 
been telling our un-named neighbors since decades? Why are our leaders shy or afraid of 
naming Pakistan? If Pakistan is training the terrorists then it must feel the heat and pain!  
 
Finally, we need a tougher Head of State - With due respect to the then Hon. President of India 
Mrs. Pratibha Patil – her say on the whole episode seemed more of a general message. 
‘Address to the Nation’ with Zombie like glazed looks and monotone - devoid of any feelings and 
emotions cannot instil the trust and confidence of the citizens in the national leadership. We 
would expect more, at least one public assurance on National TV, the government’s plans on 
how to prevent such things happening in the future! Let’s have a strong leadership at the Centre 
so that he / she can issue orders and execute plans to prevent such things in the future. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Forewarned is forearmed but all this is of no use unless it is countered at the root level and it is 
a tragedy that even with this inputs the Special Forces took a long time coming from their base 
as the air strip was used for VIP and they had to wait traveling by bus and in the meantime 
damage was being done at the place of attack in Hotels and Jew Prayer Home. 
These postmortems and stories do not appeal to common people anymore and they feel 
ashamed that in spite of all the inputs the Forces could not reach in time due to ego of the 
people handling the whole episode and so many people lost their lives and their families  
orphaned and thereafter no firm efforts are taken to stop further attacks! Bomb blasts at will in 
many places in the Country took place and the culprits roam free due to attitude of the different 
Agencies handling this issue. God save the innocent people of the Country at all times of their 
needs and keep them safe. 
 

 http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/SIMs-planted-by-IB-helped-nail-Pakistans-role-in-26/11-
Mumbai-attacks/articleshow/26436020.cms  

 http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/mumbai-terror-attack-terrorists-wanted-by-india--
30775.html?page=11  

 http://www.firstpost.com/mumbai/photos-people-pay-homage-to-martyrs-victims-of-2611-terror-
attacks-1252309.html  

 http://www.sify.com/news/26-11-cong-dismisses-bjp-s-charge-of-diplomatic-failure-news-national-
nl0u4dcbffb.html#fullstory-article-comments-wrapper  
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