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Before my joining as a Security Executive, I served as a Commissioned Officer with the 
Indian Army. During my service, I got the opportunity of deployment at Indo-Bangladesh 
border, Indo-Pakistan border, Indo-Myanmar border and Indo-China border. These ground 
scenarios taught me to define security as protecting the political and physical integrity of 
sovereign nations like that of our country.  
 
In its traditional form, security is centered on the preservation of the sovereign state from 
external threats and the activities of other states. It thus requires internationally recognized 
boundaries protected if necessary by military action, prohibition of the use of force 
between states and non-intervention in the affairs of other states. Under the UN Charter, 
individual state security is supported by collective security. The Security Council’s primary 
responsibility is to maintain international peace and security. The Security Council can 
authorize the use of all necessary means in response to a breach of the peace, threat to 
the peace or act of aggression. The ‘collective security’ is defined simply as the Security 
Council, rather than as any broader community of states or other interests. The veto 
ensures the agreement of the five permanent members in any such collective action and is 
thus a safeguard against contested action. The decision to use the veto is political. Well, 
these were my learning when I was trained in the Officers’ Training Academy of Indian 
Army and thereafter serving at International Borders of our nation. 
 
But soon after I joined my new assignment, I saw and learnt a different aspect of security. 
Though we name it as Industrial security, but it can always be seen in conjunction with 
Human Security. This includes almost everything from Infrastructure, Installation, 
Perimeter, Access control, Township security to all sorts of employee insecurities and so 
on and so forth. 
 
Coming to the International security it is assumed that the action of one or more states that 
threatens the security of other state(s). This means that less attention has been paid to the 
role of non-state actors, such as terrorists, extremists, in generating insecurity. However in 
the context of terrorism this has now changed. For example post 9/11; the UN Security 
Council recognized terrorist acts as constituting a threat to international security. 
 
Human security denotes individual freedom from basic insecurities, whatever the root of 
that insecurity may be. It is also caused by internal conflict, by collapse of state institutions 
and vital installations like that of ours. It also emanates from violence and abusive actions 
by non-state actors like the present day scenario of Terrorism and Naxalism. Human 
insecurity is also caused by violations of economic and social rights such as the right to 
food, health and housing, as well as civil and political rights such as fearing torture, 
deprivation of life and liberty. However although denial of human rights contributes to 
human insecurity and human insecurity generates further violations of human rights, it is a 
wider concept than human rights. It encompasses physical security, economic security, 
legal security, political security, food security, gender security and relational security. 
Human security is perhaps best summarized by the inclusion of ‘freedom from fear’ and 
‘freedom from want’ among the four freedoms proclaimed by President Roosevelt during 
World War Two. The Report on the Commission on Human Security, May 2005 added that 
it also includes the freedom to take action on one's own behalf, which is the enjoyment of 
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